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24-year-old 
helps lead 


Trump drug 
policy office 


Political appointee, once 
a campaign aide, rose fast 
at time of staff turmoil 


BY ROBERT 
O’HaRROw JR. 


In May 2016, Taylor Weyeneth 
was an undergraduate at 
St. John’s University in New York, 
a legal studies student and frater- 
nity member who organized a 
golf tournament and other 
events to raise money for veter- 
ans and their families. 

Less than a year later, at 23, 
Weyeneth, was a political ap- 
pointee and rising star at the 
Office of National Drug Control 
Policy, the White House office 
responsible for coordinating the 
federal government’s multibil- 
lion dollar anti-drug initiatives 
and supporting President 
Trump’s efforts to curb the opioid 
epidemic. Weyeneth would soon 
become deputy chief of staff. 

His brief biography offers few 
clues that he would so quickly 
assume a leading role in the drug 
policy office, a job recently occu- 
pied by a lawyer and a veteran 
government official. Weyeneth’s 
only professional experience af- 
ter college and before becoming 
an appointee was working on 
Trump’s presidential campaign. 

Weyeneth’s ascent from a low- 
level post to deputy chief of staff 
is the result, in large part, of staff 
turnover and vacancies. The sto- 
ry of his appointment and re- 
markable rise provides insight 
into the Trump administration’s 
political appointments and the 
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Ralph Northam (D), with his wife, Pam Northam, approaches the platform Saturday to be sworn in as Virginia’s 73rd governor. 


Northam takes oath as Va. governor 


BY GREGORY S. SCHNEIDER, 
LAURA VOZZELLA 
AND FENIT NIRAPPIL 


RICHMOND — Ralph Shearer 
Northam took the oath of office 
Saturday as Virginia’s 73rd gov- 
ernor, invoking the state’s “com- 
plex” history of both slavery and 
patriotic leadership to call for a 
new “Virginia way” forward. 
“This unique heritage en- 
dows us with a responsibility to 
shape the future, to leave this 
place better than we found it,” 


Centrist Democrat 
is welcomed by some 
Republican lawmakers 


said Northam, a 58-year-old 
Democrat. 

A former state senator and 
lieutenant governor, Northam 
succeeds his friend and benefac- 
tor, Terry McAuliffe, after lead- 
ing a wave election last fall in 


which Democrats made dramat- 
ic gains in the state legislature. 

Although his win was pow- 
ered by Democratic resistance 
to President Trump, Northam 
issued a call for civility before 
some 4,000 guests gathered in 
the cold outside the state’s his- 
toric Capitol building. 

The audience included at 
least nine former governors — 
Republicans and Democrats — 
as well as Virginia’s congres- 
sional delegation and members 
of a legislature that, thanks to 


the recent elections, features a 
record number of women and 
greater diversity than ever. 

Invoking lessons learned 
from his parents while he was 
growing up among the isolated 
fishing villages and farms of the 
Eastern Shore, Northam nod- 
ded to his reputation as a less- 
than-flashy politician. 

“Tt taught me that you don’t 
have to be loud to lead,” he said 
in his thick waterman’s accent. 
He turned and exchanged 
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Missile 
scare 
alarms 


Hawai 


LAG IN CORRECTING 
FALSE WARNING 


Worker’s mistake set off 
alert to nonexistent threat 


BY AMY B WANG, DAN LAMOTHE 
AND GREG MILLER 


For 38 harrowing minutes, resi- 
dents and tourists in Hawaii were 
left to believe that missiles were 
streaming across the sky toward 
the Pacific island chain after an 
erroneous alert Saturday morning 
by the state’s emergency manage- 
ment agency. 

“Ballistic missile threat inbound 
to Hawaii? warned an 8:07 a.m. 
message transmitted across the 
state’s cellphone networks. “Seek 
immediate shelter. This is not a 
drill” 

Only after an inexplicable delay 
by the state agency — during which 
residents scrambled to seek shelter 
and contact relatives — was a sub- 
sequent message sent describing 
the missile warning as a “false 
alarm.” 

The frightening mistake, which 
Gov. David Ige (D) later attributed 
to a state employee's errant push of 
a button, prompted outrage and 
calls for an investigation into how 
such an error could occur and take 
so long to correct. The episode 
underscored the already height- 
ened level of anxiety at the western 
edge of the United States amid 
mounting tensions with North Ko- 
rea over its nuclear arsenal and the 

HAWAII CONTINUED ON A15 


To stem collapse, 


Venezuela eyes tourism 


Doubtful hoteliers point to hyperinflation, violence 


BY ANTHONY FAIOLA 
AND MARIANA ZUNIGA 


TODASANA, VENEZUELA — With 
its oil industry floundering, Ven- 
ezuela is searching for a new 
engine of growth for an economy 
in free fall. The embattled social- 
ist government thinks it has an 
answer: a future built not only on 
drilling and roughnecks but also 
on beach umbrellas and pifia co- 
ladas. 

“Tourism is the oil that never 
runs out,’ Marleny Contreras, the 
nation’s tourism minister, recent- 
ly proclaimed. 

Yet for a country saddled with 
the world’s highest inflation rate 
and rampant violence, becoming 
a tourist paradise may be as im- 
probable as a new Disney theme 
park in Damascus. 

Amid severe scarcities of basic 
goods, some hotels here have be- 
gun rationing toilet paper. Crisis- 


battered Venezuelans on local es- 
capes, meanwhile, have graduat- 
ed from stealing towels to pocket- 
ing lightbulbs and even coffee 
makers. Some resorts force guests 
to sign contract-like inventory 
lists and submit to detailed room 
inspections at checkout. 

To keep up with an annual 
inflation rate of 3,000 percent, 
restaurants and hotels are jack- 
ing up prices almost daily. De- 
pending on how they play Ven- 
ezuela’s rough-and-tumble ex- 
change-rate market, foreign visi- 
tors could end up paying next to 
nothing — or nearly $500 — for 
the same bottle of Venezuelan 
rum. 

In short, industry experts say, 
the hospitality sector has become 
anything but hospitable. 

Tourism as the new oil? 

“Never,” said Vanessa Sojo, gen- 
eral manager of E] Egua Hotel in 
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What ‘genius’ really means to the president 


It’s a state of mind, a declaration that Trump won’t give way to those who believe he doesn’t belong 


= 
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President Trump attends a meeting last week in the District on potential changes to the prison 
system. In the wake of a new book, he also spent some time defending his capabilities on Twitter. 


BY MARC FISHER 


he genius in the White 

House has always believed 

that what makes him spe- 

cial is his ability to get 
things done without going 
through the steps others must 
take. 

In school, he bragged that he’d 
do well without cracking a book. 
As a young real estate developer, 
his junior executives recalled, he 
skipped the studying and winged 
his way through meetings with 
politicians, bankers and union 
bosses. And as a novice politician, 
he scoffed at the notion that he 
might suffer from any lack of ex- 
perience or knowledge. 

So when President Trump 
tweeted last weekend that he 
“would qualify as not smart, but 
genius....and a very stable genius 
at that!” it was consistent with a 
pattern of asserting that he will do 
this his way, without bending to 
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